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entire budget. It' s an awesome exercise, and I'm glad he's put
thi s be f or e us . I am, t h ou g h , un c e r t a i n a bou t t hi s t ug - o f - wa r
between t h e t ax h i k e r s and t he bud g et c ut t e r s . The t ax h i ke r s
are dow n on t he s hor e l i ne . They l i ke l i f e by t he shor e . They
don't want to move. Y es, they see that t here's a surge wave ,
there ' s a f l ood t i d e comi ng at th e m in t he ne x t t wo y e a r s .
They' re going to stack tax increases one on top of the ot her
lik e s and b ags an d b u i l d a f l o o d wa l l t o k eep t ha t sur ge aw a y .
Up fr om t h e sh o r e l i ne i n t he f oot hi l l s y ou ' v e got t he budge t
c utters, I wou l d say Sen ator Er dman foremost a mong them .
They' re s t i l l go i ng t o bu i l d t he m a in c om p onen t o f t he f l ood
wall, they' re going to ext end LB 285, and their position is,
come up a l i t t l e h i g h er up i n t he f oo t h i l l s , do pa r t o f t he
f lood wa l l , and t ha t ' s t he sol ut i o n . And t hen y o u ' ve g o t m e u p
on another p l a t e a u , sho u t i n g my s el f hoa r se , t e l l i ng t hem t o k e ep
climbing . St a t e ai d a l on e i s g o i n g t o e ng u l f y ou , e ve n i n t he
footh i l l s , i n t he ou t y e a r s . Come on up he r e a n d t a ck l e t he
real problem. In fac t, let's do like w e ' re doing with term
l imi t s . Le t ' s put a ma r k e r o u t th e r e o n s t a t e a i d , t hen us e t he
inter v e n i n g y e a r t o ga u g e pub l i c r e a c t i o n a n d f i gu r e o ~ t wha t t o
do n ex t . So I ' m not to o e x c i t e d abou t t he t ug - o f - wa r be t we e n
the tax hikers and the budget cutters, s i mply bec ause who ever
wins, it doesn't matter; we' re still in the same fix. B ut maybe
an a m endment s uc h a s t hi s wi l l ge t us mov i ng i n t he r i ght
direction. Or maybe it leads to something else, which leads to
something e l s e t ha t nobody e ve n i ma g i n e s a t t h i s m o ment . So
I' l l c on t i n u e t o l i s t e n t o deba t e . I ' m no t su r e how I ' m go i ng
to vote. But let me just conclude by congratulating Senator
Erdman aga in . I n fa ct , i f he wa n t s any t i me , I ' l l y i e l d h i m t he
balance o f w h a t e v e r t i me I ha ve l e f t . T ha n k y ou , Nr . Pr e s i de n t .

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Naxwell. Se nator Erdman, you
have 2 m i n u t e s a n d 3 0 se co n d s .

SENATOR ERDNAN: T ha nk y o u , Nr . Spe a k e r . Tha nk y ou , Se na t or
Naxwell. I tell you, the reality of the state's position is one
that needs to be addressed sooner than later. And I appreciate
your efforts. I know that we have had m any dis cussions a bout
your perceived proposal versus what your actual proposal is.
And I think that it's been a good discussion there. I also need
t o respond to something that Senator Pedersen says. Again, I 'm
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